INNOVATORS THE BIG PICTURE

Carrying a Tune

A look at the technology behind four milestone music players, from 8-tracks to MP3s.

—FORTUNE graphic by Hiram Henriguez and John Tomanio;
research by Doris Burke and Daniel Kumin
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William Powell Lear invents General Motors and Iilolby noise Panasonic’s

the B-track. Ford makes it Chrysler catch up to reduction introduced Dynamite 8

optional in all 1966 models. Ford and offer 8-tracks. for cassettes. is released.
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*The start of the fever lines reflect available data, which include sales of singles.

1984 CDs are everywhere!
Portable music makes the
leap from analog to digital.
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2007 The heralded device is
the first to combine a music
player, phone, and computer.

FRONT VIEW Glass
touchscreen
display

Host button
Sends user back to
the main menu.
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Sandisk releases
first compact flash
memory card.

MF’3 standards developed.
Sony's Minidisc is first to
use MP3 encoding.

Sony releases
a digital audio-
tape Walkman.

Work on digital
radioc compression
begins in Germany.

First commercial CDs Sony releases the
arrive with better sound Discman portable
and longer format. CD player.

Philips debuts  The Soundabout is released
a prototype in Japan and later renamed
CD player. the Walkman in the U.S.

For a complete list of the top albums, visit fortune.com.

.MPMJ\N releases
first portable MP3
player in Europe.

'98 '99

Napster and file
sharing explode with
the dot-com boom.

Copyright issues shut
down Napster. Apple
introduces the iPod.

'05 2006

Apple debuts the
Shuffle, the first
flash memory iPod.
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